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LICENCE PROCESSING CENTRE — COLLIE 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.14 pm]: I rise to inform the 
house of the successful delivery of yet another government initiative for the people of Collie and the south west, 
the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s new Collie regional licence processing centre. Collie 
has played a vital role in the history of Western Australia for more than 100 years to date, supplying power to 
Perth and the rest of the south west with its large coal-fired generators. Changing technology has led to doubt and 
uncertainty for the town. However, the McGowan Labor government is committed to Collie and to securing 
opportunities for it to grow. 

On Friday, 18 September, I had the privilege of opening this new licence processing centre with the member for 
Collie–Preston, Hon Mick Murray, MLA, and staff from the department. The department worked closely with the 
Collie delivery unit, which was established by the McGowan government to promote initiatives that support the 
future prosperity of the town. The office is located at 66 Forrest Street in the Collie town centre, and has recruited 
11 new staff, who commenced training in late August. The Collie team members are all locals from the south west, 
with eight from Collie or the immediate surrounds, and one each from Brunswick, Busselton and Harvey. The team 
will be processing licence and renewal applications for electricians, gasfitters, plumbers and high-risk workers, 
and for a range of dangerous goods. The existing department mines safety office in Wittenoom Street will continue 
to operate. 

I would like to congratulate the new team members and thank the department for its hard work. I would also like 
to recognise the Collie delivery unit, the South West Development Commission, the Collie Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, and other involved locals for their support on this project. 

The 10 full-time roles in the Collie licence processing centre have been created through $300 000 of additional 
salary funding provided by the government. This funding, along with the $20 million Collie Futures fund, is driving 
Collie’s future through a number of important initiatives. In addition to this new office, the McGowan government’s 
Collie Futures fund is responsible for constructing the $5.7 million Lake Kepwari recreation development, now 
nearing completion, upgrading the Collie scenic drive, building 12 kilometres of new mountain bike trails in 
Arklow forest, and many more projects. 

Establishing the Collie regional licence processing centre has been a rewarding project that underscores the 
McGowan government’s determination to help steer Collie towards a more resilient economic future.  
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